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Mullah — the mad expedition it may well be called. Mr. 
Balfour admits that it will be long and costly, and Reuter's 
correspondent suggests that it will be vain. He suggests, 
indeed, that we may as well hope to catch a will-'o-the- 
wisp as the Mullah. Then there is the campaign against 
Kano. The great trading centre of the Western Soudan 
has fallen into our hands, and three hundred of the 
" enemy " have been killed. What is the real reason for 
these operations? We had no trouble with Somaliland 
until it was transferred to the Foreign Office in 1898; 
since then we have had nothing but difficulty. The 
attack on> the Emirs of Kano and Sokoto is even more 
to be condemned. These authorities were our friends 
in troubled times not long passed, when France and 
Germany were making efforts to secure a footing in 
Western Soudan. But the Colonial Office took the place 
of the Niger Company and our relations with the Emirs 
at once became strained. The fact is, we appear to be 
represented in these far-off regions by people who can- 
jiot suffer anything to come between the wind and their 
nobility. And there is the further fact that militarism 
dominates the present government. The services must 
have something to do, and if it can be pretended that we 
are opening " markets," so much the better. For then 
it will be possible to divert attention from home affairs, 
which, in Tory opinion, is a distinct gain. It is to be 
hoped that the opposition will have something effective 
to say on all these topics now that Parliament is sitting 
once more. But, in any case, friends of peace must be 
vigilant and untiring. — The New Age, London. 



The Threat of War. 

BY HERBERT N. CASSON. 

Dark as the shadow of midnight, 
Fiercer than Moloch or Thor, 
Cruel as hell in its fury, 
Looms the black demon of war. 

Nearer with lash and with firebrand 
Strides he with feet on the dead ; 
Red'ning with fire are the cities — 
Red'ning with blood he has shed. 

Scourge of the ignorant nations ; 
Hater of Justice and Right ; 
Death has no builder of ruin 
Like the black War-Demon's blight. 

Dumb be the tongue that invites him ! 
Curst be the beckoning hand ! 
Brand him as falsest of traitors 
Who dares to bring war to our land. 

— Macfaddert s. Weekly. 



Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, leader of the Lib- 
eral Party in the House of Commons, in his speech 
on the reassembling of Parliament on the 17th of Febru- 
ary, criticised the government for its alliance with Ger- 
many in the Venezuelan affair, and said that "if there 
had ever been a case for arbitration, that was one, and if 
this course had been adopted in the first place a great 
precedent would have been established toward the peace- 
ful settlement of international questions." 



New Books. 

Light and Shade from the Land of the Mid- 
night Sun. By John Frederick Hanson. Oskaloosa, 
Iowa: Western Work Publishing Association. Cloth, 
229 pages. Price, postpaid, $1.25. 

The title of this book gives little clue to its contents. 
It is really a history of the rise and progress of the 
Society of Friends in Norway. The work contains an 
account not only of the native Norwegian Friends, their 
origin and growth, their hardships under persecution 
from the state church and the military regime, and their 
heroism and enduring faith, but also a record of the 
labors in Norway of a number of prominent Friends 
from both England and the United States. J. F. Han- 
son, the author, is a Norwegian by birth, though an 
American Friend in religious faith and training. He has 
spent many fruitful years in religious and peace work in 
his native country, and writes at first hand of the Friends 
and their work in Scandinavia and Denmark. His treat- 
ment of the various subjects with which he deals is, there- 
fore, both accurate and at the same time full of vividness. 
The book will be of interest to all who desire to know 
fully the history of the long struggle in many countries 
for religious freedom and reality, and for deliverance 
from the tyranny of war and militarism, from which in 
Norway a considerable number of young Friends have 
suffered severe imprisonment in recent years. 

Loyal Teaitoes. A Story of Friendship for the 
Filipinos. By Raymond L. Bridgman. Boston : James H. 
West Company. Cloth, 310 pages. Price, $1.00, net. 

One who takes up this book, with its unique and strik- 
ing title, will not be apt to lay it down, except for his 
dinner, until he has read the last page, the last line and 
the last word. Perhaps we ought to except imperialists, 
though many of these would find the work fascinating 
because it states their arguments often more accurately 
than they could do it themselves. The book is a history 
in story form, — a live, powerful, intense, well worked 
out story — of the conflict between the Americans and 
the Filipinos. It is a bit newspapery in style, — racy, 
picturesque and full of snap. It unfolds the many-sided 
working upon different individuals of the principles, good 
and bad, involved in the unfortunate struggle ; the divi- 
sion of sentiment in families, the contentions in churches, 
the faithlessness of many pulpits, the venality of politi- 
cians and newspapers, the brave struggle of a section of 
the American people to preserve the ancient principles 
of the republic, the defense of the rights of the Filipinos, 
the deeds of shame committed under the American flag, 
the corruptions and pollutions of war on soldiers and 
people, — in fact, practically every phase of the strange 
tragedy, which has at last closed without being ended. 
Mr. Bridgman has put into this terse and racy bit of fiction 
essentially what Mr. Boutwell, Mr. Storey, Senator Hoar 
and others have put into the great speeches and argu- 
ments on the subject, which have enriched the political 



